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Your heart	Our hands

Hospitality House of Chester
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120 Ferry Street…………..Chester, IL 62233


“I was in prison and you visited me. Matthew 25:36	Phone: 618-826-9810	JANUARY 2024


FROM OUR HOUSE TO YOURS,
Mark Horstmann, the Hospitality House president, everyone on the board of directors, and Aminah Coleman, the house director, with an attitude of gratitude, are praying that all of you, our dear friends and supporters, have begun enjoying this blessed new year:
HAPPY 2024!!!
Holy Scripture informs us that, for some of us, God is calling us together to achieve the ministry of hospitali- ty. We, the Hospitality House board, give thanks for YOU! Happy New Year to our many dear friends and supporters! During July of this year, the Hospitality House in Chester will CELEBRATE 38 years of bringing your gifts and ours to this ministry we love: the Hospitality House in Chester.
Our success for 38 YEARS rests entirely upon your hearts inspiring our hands. Thank you. Earl Kranawetter and I have currently been guiding this ministry for a fraction of those 38 years; however, Fr. Leo Hayes and Mary Ann Horstmann have been on the board of directors for 38 years. In 1986, the need for a hospitality min- istry was driven by personally witnessing prisoners’ families and loved ones sleeping in their cars because they could not afford the expense of lodging; however, in 2024, the need for this ministry to prisoner families and friends has fallen off dramatically.
Our current success has been possible only because of your constant support with funds and supplies which enable us to turn your donations into fulfilling God’s word to “visit those in prison”. Eighteen people have served in the position of House Director or manager these past 37 1/2 years giving of themselves to this minis- try. Nineteen people have served on the Hospitality House board of directors as well. Many organizations and businesses have vigorously supported this hospitality ministry. Your response to our motto, Y our heart, Our hands, has been instrumental into breathing God’s life into this ministry. Hospitality House has been BLESSED all these years; we are THANKFUL for the love and support of this ministry!
Here’s the problem: we are facing dire financial challenges that threaten our ability to continue our hospitality ministry. Despite our unwavering commitment to providing a less expensive alternative to a hotel room for prisoner family and friends, this year’s financial report reveals a concerning trend of revenue decline and in- creasing operational costs. Average cost to operate Hospitality House in 2024 was $43.87 per day; average donations to Hospitality House was $27.01 per day. This situation has raised alarm within the board of direc- tors as Hospitality House has been a cornerstone in providing low-cost lodging to prisoner families and friends for 37 1/2 years. These financial struggles are attributed to a combination of factors, including reduced dona- tions, increased expenses, economic downturn, prison lockdowns, video visits between inmates and their fami- lies, and prison rules/regulations. The combination of these facts, all of them working against us, has put our ministry into dire financial straits.
The Hospitality House’s board of directors are very concerned over the impact these financial challenges are having on the organization's ability to fulfill its mission in the next two years. "We are at a critical juncture where the financial stability of our organization is in jeopardy. The current circumstances threaten our ability to continue providing overnight lodging to those who depend on us. Now, more than ever, we need the support of our community to overcome these challenges," says Mark Horstmann, board president. We are actively exploring various strategies to navigate through this financial crisis, such as launching emergency fundraising
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campaigns, cost-cutting measures, seeking partnerships with other organizations that share a similar mission, or simply shutting the doors in about two years. Local supporters and past donors have expressed their con- cern about the potential impact of our financial struggles on the community. Many have pledged to assist in fundraising efforts and spread awareness about the organization's urgent need for financial support. As the community becomes aware of the precarious situation facing the Hospitality House, efforts to mobilize re- sources and support are underway. The hope is that swift and collective action will help us overcome these financial hurdles, enabling us to continue this ministry”.
In 2020, all was well in this world. Hospitality House had celebrated its 34th anniversary. At that time 30,855 guests had been welcomed at the Hospitality House; that’s an average of 907 guests per year. Fast forward to 2024, Hospitality House now averages 99 guests per year; to date 31,246 guests have stayed at the Hospitality House. Yes, COVID did not completely destroy this ministry; however, the world, people, and time have moved forward and priorities changed. The Hospitality House board has a big decision to make; we know the Hospitality House ministry to prisoner families has been BLESSED, and we are very THANKFUL and GRATEFUL! Discerning God’s will is now what we have to do.
These are the words God is giving to us as we continue to seek and receive the funds and donations from your hearts. In Christ, we are ONE, and we are THANKFUL, GRATEFUL, AND BLESSED.

Your heart, our hands!
Sincerely,
Donald Winston,Vice-President and Mary Ann Horstmann,Sec/Treas.



THEY WILL BE MISSED
SHERYL MAE WOOLLEY—FORMER HOUSE DIRECTOR DIES Hospitality House Board received the sad news that a former Hospitality House director, Sheryl Mae Woolley of Terre Haute, Indiana, passed away on September 30, 2022, at the age of 65. Sheryl was born on September 6, 1957, to George H. and Marietta M. (Moses) Haverkamp. She was survived by her husband, Martin Woolley; her son, George Hil- lenburg; three siblings: Jim Haverkamp, Patrick Haverkamp, and Ann Hensley, and her grandsons, Christopher Hillenburg and Brandon Hillenburg. Sheryl Woolley served as house director from Septem- ber 2013 to November 2015. Sheryl’s ministry to Hospitality House guests was greatly appreciated.
RON KARCHER —HH SUPPORTER EXTRAORDINAIRE DIES Ronald R. Karcher passed away peace- fully on July 26, 2023, at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in O’Fallon, Illinois. He was born on April 15, 1947, in Mr. Vernon, Illinois, to Robert and Olivia (Kiefer) Karcher. Ron was an ordained Deacon in the Belle- ville Diocese in 1997 and was committed to serving the incarcerated through prison ministry. Ron visited the Hospitality House many times and supported this ministry through donations, supplies, and physical labor or projects at the HHouse. Ron always had a smile and cheerful words on his lips; he is greatly missed.



[image: ]Visit us on Facebook or check out our website:
· Friend us on FACEBOOK: Facebook.com/HospitalityHouse(Hebrews 13:2-3),Inc.
· Visit Hospitality House Website: http://hospitalityhouse.yolasite.com

2023 HOSPITALITY HOUSE FINANCIAL REPORT
Hospitality house (Hebrews 13:2-3), Inc. of Chester, Illinois


BALANCE ON HAND AS OF JANUARY 1, 2023.	$ 18,446.66

INCOME
RECEIVED FROM:
192 House Guests (Average $19.71 per guest)	$ 3,785.00
27 Individuals.	1,650.00
Ancient Order of Hibernian (O'Fallon, IL).	550.00
Catholic Holy Family Society (Evansville, IL)	50.00
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church (Columbia, IL).	2,945.00
St. Polycarp Ladies Guild (Carmi, IL)	50.00
SCC/SI Synod ELCA (Steeleville, IL).	500.00
St. John’s WELCA (Campbell Hill, IL)	100.00
Wesley United Methodist Church (Percy, IL)	100.00

TOTAL INCOME	$ 9,860.00

DISBURSEMENTS
Electric	$ 3,035.41
Filing &Bank Fees.	167.24
Fire Insurance	325.00
Food.	116.88
Garbage Service	230.00
Gas.	1,028.80
Lawn.	1,260.00
Maintenance & Repairs	1,957.45
Miscellaneous.	178.78
Pest Control................................................................................................................490. 00
Printing & Postage	510.96
Satellite TV.	754.56
Septic Cleanout	550.00
Stipend for House Director.	3,250.00
Supplies*.	0
Telephone & internet.	1,785.63
Water	372.68
DISBURSEMENT TOTAL.	$16,013.39
BALANCE ON HAND AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2023.	$ 12,293.27
*Thank you to all the Hospitality House guests and Hospitality House Director, Aminah Coleman, who helped this ministry through donations of much needed supplies!!!!!!!!!


Hospitality House (Hebrews 13:2-3), Inc.
120 Ferry Street
Chester, IL 62233
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


Below are supplies which Hospitality House uses on a daily basis. All donations appreciated.

For I know the plans I have for you, Plans to give you Hope and a Future. Jeremiah 29:11-Anti-Bacterial wipes
-Coffee
-Laundry detergent
-Energy-efficient light bulbs
-Kleenex
-Lysol spray
-Paper towels
-Dish detergent
-Bleach
-Cleaning supplies
-Pledge
-Fabric Softer sheets
-Toilet paper
*Bottled water
-Liquid Fabric Softner
-Garbage bags (13 or 39 gal.)
-Toilet bowl cleaner
-Can or dry goods



*****************************************************************************************
Hospitality Board of Directors:
President, Mark Horstmann…...…..Vice-President, Donald Winston…	Sec/Treas., Mary Ann Horstmann
Board member, Earl Kranawetter	Board member, Fr. Leo Hayes
**************************************************************************
Hospitality House ministers to families of the incarcerated at Menard Correctional Center, Chester Mental Health, and Pinckneyville Correctional Center. Will you invest in this ministry to prisoner families?

· Enclosed is my donation: 	$10 	$25		$50		$75 	$100		$500	Other	
· Please keep my name on the Hospitality House mailing list.
Name 	
Address	
City 	 State		Zip 	
[image: ]Email	 Donations are tax deductible. Make checks payable to: Hospitality House.
Use enclosed addressed envelope to send to:
MaryAnn Horstmann, HH Treas.	115 S. 7th St.	Elkville, IL 62932
Email: hospitalityhousechester@gmail.com 	Website : http://hospitalityhouse.yolasite.com
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